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The Justice of
God and Holy
Desperation

There are different kinds of justice in
the world today. When people talk of
commutative justice; they mean justice
in business or commerce. When peaple
speak of public justice, they are
referring to governmental justice.
When people refer to punitive justice,

they are referring to the punishment of
moral evil or sin.g

The law of God, in the Bible, contiins
bath precepts and penalties for
transgressions from them, and is based
on the holiness of God. There is
appointed a day on which God will
Judgethe world with haly justice.
Scripture says; “Therefore baving
wlmk&d the times of ignomnee, God
is now declaring to men that all people
everywhere should repent, because He
has fixed 2 day in which He will judge
the warld in righteausness through a
Man whom He has appointed, having
furnished proof to dll men by raising
Him from the dead.” (Acts 17:90-31).
Even those who do not know God's
Word have o cotscienoe that was given
to them by God. Their own consciencse
judges them as guilty. God's Word is
written for all men and women 1o read;
“He has told you, O man, what is good;
. (Micah 6:8),

Many men and wamen have not given
engugh time and thought to this special
day of judgment. Many do not gven
believe that it will oceur. However, the
Seripture is clear, God will judge the

world, How does a man or woman
respond when they realize that they are
4 sinner who has broken God's liow and
dre awiiting judgment? John Wesley
deseribes it this way:

Here ends his pleasing dream, his
delisive rest, his false peace, his vain
security, His joy now vanishes asa
clowd; pleasures, once loved, delight no
mare. They pall upon the taste: he
lovithes the nauseous sweet! he is
weary to biear them. The shadows of
happiness flee away, and sink into
oblivion: so that he is stripped of all,
and wanders to and fre, seeking ress,
but finding none. The fumes of thoke
opiates being now dispetled, he feels
the anguish of a wounded spirit. He
finds that sin let loose upon the soul
(whether it be pride, anger, or evil
desire, whethor self-will, malice, enuvy,
revenge, or any other) (s penfect
misery: he feels sorrowe of heart for the
hl'mmgs he ks lost, and the curse
which is come upon him; remorse for
hiauing thus destroyed -‘um;mb" and
despised his own mercles; fear, from a
lively sense of the wrath of God, and of
the consequences of His wivath, of the
punishment which He haz justly
deserved, and which he sees hanging
over his head; fear of death, as being
to him the gate of hell, the entrance of
death eternal; fear of the devil, the
axecutioner of the wrath and righteous
vengeance uf God: fear of men, who, if
they were able to kil his body, would
therehy plunge both body and soul into
hell, — fear, sometimes arising (o such
a height, that the poor, sinful, guilty
soul is terrified with everything, with
nothing, with shudes, with a leaf
shaken of the wind, Yea, sometimes it
may even border upon distraction,



miaking o man ‘deimken though not
with wine, suspending the exercise of
the memory, of the understanding, of
all the natural faculties: Somerimes it -
may approach to the very brink of
despair; so that he who trembles at the
name of dcuth maiy yet be ready to
Munge into it every moment, to choase
strangling rather than life.” Well may
siteh @ man rour, like him of old, for
the very disquietness of his heart. Well
micey he cry out, The spiritof o man
may sustain his infirmities; hul a
wonnded spirit who can bear? 2

As the pictore sturts to become more
and more clear concerning sin, eternal
judgment and the holiness of God, it is
inevitable that seeking souls will have a
sense of urgency and alarm as they
come th realize their standing héfore
God. They begin to understand that
therg is a place reserved for them in
both heaven and hell and that their
chaoipes ditermine which of these ploces
they will occupy. Until they find
salvation in Jesus Christ, thev iire tn
the downward spiraling path that
eventaally plummets into hell.

Thie Holy Spirit causes men and women
:_u M::Efd wtijght of their :31 t::;:! the
ear of God's judgment, a ins to
draw them (o salvation. The weight of
sin and judgment presses upon the
human sgul, causing it to look upward
in search of release. The seeking soul
must not arly look upward, but also
reach upward to take the hand of God,
which has already been extended. God
has extended His arm so that it is
within man’s reach. Looking and
reaching for God is & part of hungering
and thirsting for righteousness. Jesus
said that those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness are blessed. The Bible

tells us; “Blessed are those who hiinger
nnd thirst for righteousness, for they
shall he satisfied.” (Mutthew 5:6). They
nre blessed because they become filled.
Itis Christ's vary own promise.

Jesus, while speaking to His disciples,
spoke of gaining eternal life in this way;
“The kingdom of beaven is like a
treasure hidden in the field, which a
man found and hid again; and from joy
over it he goes and sells all that he Has
and buys that field.” (Matthew 13:44).
The kingdom of heaven, or eternal life,
is this great treasure hidden in the feld.
To get it you must ey down your life.
That means to surrender your whole
self to Jesps Christ and commit to
follow Him for the rest of your life. Can
you earn your salvation? No, vou ean
notl. You see, the treasure is worth far
more than you can ever afford. It is
worth the price of the field many, many
times over. The only thing that could
satisfy God's justice, in payment for the
penalty of your sin and mine, is the
precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Nothing you could ever do could equal
this, You cannot affard the treastre,
However, God has put the treasure in
the field asa gift and vou have found it
there. You cannot afford the treasure,
but you can afford the field, although it
costs you everyt v have; In the
same way, God has paid the supreme
price for your sin and mine, and He
offers eternal life as  gift. However, we
are required to repent and surrender
our life to Jesus Christ, if we are to
receive this gift. Dear reader, are you
willing 10 surénder evervthing and
receive God's gift of salvation? Do you
hiinger for it like a starvihg man? Do
you thirst for it like a desert traveler
without any wiler?




History records o mighty move of God
that oceurred on the Hebrides Islunds
uf Seotland in 1944, Countless souls
were saved and many lives were
dramatically changed. This became
known as the Hebrides Revival. It hus
besn said of this revival:

In the parish of Uig " all lorries and vans
available were put into service to
convey the people to the plage of
worship, vet many were forced to walk
miles; Eut distance did not matter, and
at any rate they knew that the meetings
would cantinue: i they were not in time
for the first, they would be sure of
getting the second ar the third. So they
came across the moors and over the
hills, yousg men and maiderns, thelr
torches flashing in the darkiess, intent
upon one thing, to get peace from a
guilty conscience, and refuge from the
storm in their bosom, in the shelter of
the rock of ages.'3 These anes were
intent on one thing, &nd that was to
receive forgiveness and peace in their
souls and to find this in Christ. With
hﬂm and minds alert to their need of
God, they could no longer be apathetic
ar mrtlms about their souls. They
could not negleet thelr inner need for a
new heart. They could no longer
dlumber in compluvency, They could no
longer close their ears to God's
wartiings or His appeals of divine love,

Jesus, in Mark's Gospel, teaches:

.. If anyone wishes to come after Me,
L st deny himself, and take up his
eross and follow Me, For whoever
wishey to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his [{fe for My sake and
the gospet’s will kave &, For what does
it profit a man to gain the whole
world, and forfeit his soul? For what

will a man give in exefange for his
soul?

Mark 8:3¢-37

Dear reader, vou may feel confident
that you are a-good person and that you
afe morally upright as vou walk
through this , sinful warld. Your
viees have been far exceeded by others
around you in this cruel warld.
However, the scene is about to chinge.
The day is coming when your soul will
be required of you, and vou will be
ushered into the presence of angels and
the high and holy presence of the Lord
Jesus Himself, Your life will be
reviewed. Did you have other gods
before the Lord? Did you make God out
to be whatever you wanted Him to be?
Did you take His name in vain? Did you
eénter into His Sabbath rest? Did you

honor your father and mother? Uid v
murder? Did you commit adultery? Did
vou steal? Did vou benr false witness?
Did you covet what was not yours? Did
you come to God and find forgiveness
for your sins; Your life will be reviewed
by the holy God. The Bible warns us;
“And there is no creature hidden from
His sight, but all things are open and
laid hare to the eves of Him with whom
we have to do,” (Hebrews 4:13).

Dear regder, your soul will be required
af you. When the sole comes aff of 4
shoe it can be glued bock on, when the
soul comes off of & man you eannot re-
uttieh it. The Bible tells us; “And
inasmuch as it is appointed for men to
die once and after this comes
Judgment,” (Hebrews 9:27).

Twao thousand years ago, Jesus came,




bringing with Him all the life, love and
hope of hisaven as a gift of grace to an
undeserving world. Full of the light of
God, Jesus was continually drawing
multitudes 1o Himsell, healing the sick
and feeding the hungry, Living in
perfect purity and Innocerice, Jesus
taught the people the spititual things of
God's kingdam. However| a cross was
heing prepared, a place of shame aid
death, a place of torture and desertion.
In ane t act of love, God's mercy
trimphed over ent, and yet
fulfilled His judgment, as Jesus C'hﬁi‘t
took our place on the cross. All the sins
af humanity, were laid upon Jesus, the

Lamb of God. The weight of our sins
tormented Him more than the crown of
thorns, the whipping, or even the nails
in His hands,

Hewas oppressed and He waos
afflicted, Yet He did not open His
mouth; Like a lamb that is led to
staughter, And like a sheep thar is
silent bofore its shearers, So He did not
apen His mouth.

fsainh 52:7

e knew that we couldn't afford the
treasure. Tt had to be put in the field as
a gift, n gift bought by His own precious
blood. We read further in the Book of
Isainh;

« He poured out Himself to death, And
was numbered with the transgressors;
Yet He Himself bore the sin of many,
And intercéded for the transgressors.

saiah 53:12

This is the love of God, God's love can
fill you and change you completely, it
you surrender to Jesus in repentance
and faith. By rising from the dead,
Jesus threw the door of hope wide open
and bids you to come in.

Are you hungry? Are you willing

to surender everything and galn
forgiveness and acceptance with Jesus?
Are vou thirsty? If so, then hear God's
volie in the Seripture; "The Spirit and
the bride say, 'Come.' And let the ong
who hears say, "Come.’ And let the one
whao is thirsty come; let the one who
wishes take the water of life without

‘cost. " (Revelation 22:17),

Faith is expressed in prayer. Call ourto
Him niyw.

1 would like to pray for you alse:
Lord God, You are just and righteous in

all Your ways. You, Oh God, have

nppointed a day on which You will
judge the worlid. Your eve sees all. You
are n just judge. You are also a God
Who loves ta show mercy to those who
come to You in repentance and faith. 1
pray far this preciows soul who is
reading this tract. If they do not know
you, draw them now. Help them to tuke
Your hand. Your hand is already
extended to them, but now they must
choose 1o take it, or reject it, Let them
see their need of You, Stir them to pit
off any apathy, uumph.mw}r and
carclessness their souls. Let
them hear both Your warnings and
Your call of love. Lord Jesus. You came
to this world and lived among men and
women. You were innocent and yet You
died for our sins. Then You rose fram
the dead. You are the Lamb of God.
Now I pray for this one, who s reading



now, that You would help them to
exercise faith. Help them make the
cholee to turn and repent. Help them to
lay down their life to You, They can't
dfford the pearl of eternal life, but You
kave purchased it for them and put it in
the field a5 a gift. They cannot buy the
pear], but they can buy the field. Help
them to make the commitment to
surrender all to You, Amen.

Shawn Stevens
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