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REPENTANCE AND CONVERSION

Lt the wicked forsisks hiv way

il the pibbeighieons mon RS dhioigshes;

A fes iifi wetures fo the Lo, 4
Amd He will have, campasyion om kim,

Ared v ehbr ol

Fur He will abundantly pardon

tuctiitn 337

Repentance is o decision 10 turn, with the help of
Crod, o o life of sm o a fife of obedience
birward Grod. The Seriptures are filled with the
call o repentanie.

Riemermber tH nocbunt it the New Testunisnd
whete the disciple, Peter, spoke o & arowd and
his convicting word had eut to their hearts. The
crowil had responded; = ..., ‘Brothron, what
shinll we do™" (Aot 2:17). Poter's answer was
"o, *Riepent, ind eich of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgivendss ol yow
sinic and yon will reeeive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.” (Acts 2:3) When Jesus sent ot Flis
dinciples, they went with this message; *“They
went out whd presched that mes should repent.™
{ Mlark f:13),

Dear readier. | plead with yen to takie 16 heart
these soheriny words spoken by Matthew
Henry; “Aldviise not therefore the patience wml
long-suffermg of God. by abandoniog
yourselves 1 o course of ungodliness; presume
nert b o om boldly i the way of sinfers, ror to
€2 down securely In an unconveried Enpeniteg
11 ETT |

Seripire reconds an occasion where some men
carnie to Jons, telling Him of an unfortunate
incldent where some Galllenms were put 1o death
i) thieir Blood mingled with sacrifices Thelr
pssmTEOn st 10 be thil these mie mist
have been espocially pinful in ceder to huve
suffired this fite. Jesus, however, said:

o " olotid Jein aeied v theiti. "D o saippse
et these Gallteans were groaier sinnery thin
afl othier Galileany becaress they yuffered thix

fate® 1 el! you, mo, but snlets you repend, you
wlll ull Hkewtse perich O do o suppose thie

those eightesm o whom the tmwer o Sitoam foll
el kifledd them wore warsd cufprits than all the
wmien who live In Jerusalem? Frell o tior, bust
i yioky ety will GlT Mesidve peLh
Lake 13:2-5

Whitle it is true o God |udges anforgiven sin
{urforgiven by God), the Bibje also records that
“The Lord is oot slow abaut His promise, as
aame eount lnwness, but is petient tovward v,
mlwiuhinlform-w petish bt for all to come
1o repenmnes. T (2 Peter 390 Same think that
the Lord v slow in returning by, instead, e is
praticen with te, holding apen the daor to
repermant siiners. Not shackness, but mersy, is
the reison for Choid’s dielay. Josu, speaking to
the Phintisess: amd ofhers siid:

J el yone ikt tha. savme wa, there willl by
e fou i Begven over e singer wlio

{huzey sver rimoty-aine rightoous persons

sivited ho reperdtusice. O wihalh woinign, | she Tios
ten sabvir coins ard loses ame cotey dogr i
Hght a Jermy amd vweep the honere aned aarch
curefully nﬂﬂl&hj‘i‘mﬁ i® When she hus fowmd
ie, whe colls together hur fricnds i neigihirs,
st “Rejodce wishi e, for Dheoint Riviend the
coren which J el foxe! " o the soome wary, Faell
Joke, thevw I foy in the presemce of v angels of
Crinl prver one siamer wi repests ©

Luke 15:7:00)

Dhenr render, the palbway of sin is cver
descending o darksess, misery, heartach,
pain, emptiness and disippointment. B there b
a higher pathrwtiv that Jesus has opensd o vou
amed me anid He calis us 1w choose i1 Repent,

Forsake your ginful warys smd rom to Him, God
longs for us 1o repent, He says in Mis Word:

Sy o ehitir, CAWT Five! " decliores the Eoed (ot
T take no plegsure in the seveh of the wicknl
bt raather that the wicked tom from fox way and
live. Turn hack, tiirn hack fram sour evil weys!
Wini thign will yesw e, £V howse of tiegel?

Exeliel 33:11



Flere, Ciodd cilis out 1 aiongrs 1o o from e
evil ways. He would far sather forgive men thun
Judge men. However, He dues judpe men who
refuse o turn b Hime Jesus lamented oves
Jertikilem; “Jerukalom. Jettivalem. who kills'thé
prophats and stonies those who ine sent 4o ber!
How offen | wisted W gather your cinldren
together the wisy 4 hen gathers her chicks lnder
ber wings, snd vou were umwilhing. " ( Mutthew
I3:37)

The Ciemped, or gopd news, of Christ s g call 1o
e = fxth. 1t culla men and wonten to

discipleship, The Cospe! sets men free. but it
also calls men to careful obedience. 1t biings
Hmiss o refreshung to those who wrm w God snd
Hiy wayn. It atso brings retike to hypoites.,
lmﬁﬂm‘m:ﬂdﬂﬁh:ﬁwp:lmﬂlmm
pvery sensc pood news, vet [ was wnyihing b
ensy-believism.™ 2 Gad |s o God of grice and
waerey. However, His gnice iv nol some loose
wiirthute by which He accopts hardened,
srtcemverted sirmets who reflise to come to
salvathon through. repentance and fith.

Some hove misundenitood grce beeatise in the
Book of Jumes fath and works are contrasied.
However, just hecatise they <am be contrasted in
certaln wiys doss it menn that they are in
coutrisdivton b sch diher, or that they wre
eitually exclussve. Faith is in oo way in
oppasition o vieldedness 1 God. or o
repentance. Instend, faith calls for vieldedness 1o
Giod and reperiiinte. We ane saved by falth, but
wee are saved by o living fuith, not u'dead faith.
Suving fiith thit i devoid of repentance is hot
mlive; it in dead. It is imaginary, and (v is
powezless to change a person’s heart.

Reperitince s so critically imporiand §
wompanbent of the Goupel, that o presch u
Cromped of salvarion that does not require:
repentumes is to pot preach the Christion Gospel,
at 4L Repentatics ks & forsaking of our old fife
and ways and, instesd, choosing 10 follow the
tiew mwid higher way of Chilst. The new way of
Chros involves carrying o cross | aom oot lalking
about g titeral eross ar a pendent on a neckloce |
atn alking about painful Oppesition and scom
lwards you furpurmnhngadnﬂakmm

firdlovw Chsid, That opposition tidy come [ham
or even from demons, but know that jt
wl[lhrlh:tmf;m:lmﬂhm ¥ Wa,
Fallowing the wnﬂMnu&HIhnﬁmJn
Paul, imprisonment, and even death. but he
testifiod of his obilicnoe when e said. "So.
King Agrippa. | did noi prove disnbedient o the
heavealy vision, bat ket decluring both to those
of Damsascus Ginst, and afso ot Jerusalem and
them theoughout sll the region of Judea, mnd
eten (o the Gentiles. that they should repletit tind
tum o God, performing deeds apprapriate o
repenfance,” {Acts 2 19-210),

Thie Bible téaches that God shows compussibn
sthud Forgiveness w those who will repent. We
repd:

Seek the Lornd while He mery be finind,
Call wpon Him whilé He is near
Lt the wicked forscrke N wigy
And the unrighivous man-hix thomghis,
A fat lim eutiors ta the Lord

Aned e il Baave campassiom i im,
Aesd to owy Ciond
Fuoe He will abundaimly pirdon
fratak 337 6-7
To repent bs 21 aspeot of submitting 10 the
loadship of Jesus Christ. Those wiis repent,
wecept Jesus® losdship. Contrnry 1o sotne
ieaching m the Church world todny, we dio ni
make Jesan Lord, Jesits is plready Lond, We do
st ek Him Lorel, we simply commiy
uiirselves i following Him and sceept His
lordship, or we nebel ajsinst it “Making Jesus
Liarrd™ b phrase wied differenty by differcnt
people. Some ase this phrase i the context of
cotivitsiom, Howevet, some wse this phinse 1o
dpenk of commiting w Clirist st a lafer, or
dadvinced, stage of Christiin experichoe, This
socotud wse of the phrase is more seriously
wrong. Jesus Christ is Lord and we must aceent
Hiimn, as sueh, and submit 1o Him, as savh, 31 the
patnt of Chrlssian conversian. To not sceept Him
as Laotd 1 to not secept Him a all
e Bibke tesohes that Jesus Christ is bath
Savivrand Lond. A W. Toner saidl that “You
canmot believe on o htll*Cheint™ 3 Trying i
beligve oy Jestis, ud Shviop, vt nil acicpting



Hom s Tord, i fike rymg (o believe in haifu
Tewum.

Many huve invited Jesus it thelr hears without
cttipbyving their heart for im0 hiave rtom to| -
ORI IE Em.pl}f:ng.um heart simply meons
repenting and sirrendening all of purselves up 1o
Crind. When this is done, there is room for feus
s morually come in,

The abliizal call 1o repentanieand foith s noe &
nmgﬂﬂmmhmhﬁﬁammﬂdmlhﬁlr&.
I is & conmrmand b surrender to God and chamge
pur waye Cod wanis to reconcile unsaved men
und wamen w Himsel{ and o di this involves
repenimnee on ous part. Repentant seckon ol
salvation me 10 come jo the oness of Chns w
surrender all, imeonditionally.

Repentafice s cheential vy salvition becaise v
tan't walk the brood mond and walk the nerrinw
rond &t the sams thme. One noad fends 10 eferml
eath snd the other lesds to eterml life. These
rauds are going in opposite directions. T chaose
ang I i eeject the other. Repentance and fiith
prusts s om the narrow road o hedven

The reason we must repent is becmise we are
sinful. Humang have & nature which is bent with
i atrong endmey iowards wickedness, When'
wie vigld vo this inclination, vee begin (o ot oul
wichedness. This i persoml sin. Conversion
inalves wming frofn sin and commining 1o
fllowing Cid. Wheckiedness and sin are niot
peripheral isaues 10 God. Conviction oanfrotits
i ixstie and repentonee brings o mening w Gid.
Is repentance somathing for anly the unmved
persan 1o do? No, Christins aléa muke wrong
choives which grievee the Lond Whin o Clirjstian
sina, he is ulso alfed to repemt. Christians have
thsis precigus promisz; T we confess ogr sins,
He s fanhfil and rghteous to forgive as our
shins aned o clemse 1 from all unrigiteousness.
(1 Johin 1:9). When o Cheistien repents (rom din,
bse or she i Tinkng their [fe up with what they
mave alrepdy committed 1o the Lond, that in, 1o
Fellowe Hik way, When p non=belicver repenis
befire God of stis and self-rule, it Is unio
convertion. Alwough both the believer and non-
believer repent, this urtiele {s dealing prinurily
with the nom-believer repenting unio conversinm.

Cky

Friend, nemembser, Ciod would rathér forgive us
thaen judige ws, but He calls for men and women
1o repeiit. Remember, He saywi ™ ... 'As | live!!
declures the Lord God, 1 ke no pleasiuse by the
dendh of the wicked, ol rathet ihal the wicked
ture frouss s wny omad live, Tim ook, men back
troym your evil wavs! Wiy then will you die, ©

Trolse of el 7™ (Erekiel 33:11),

Wiith Ciesd's forpivendss, o hove o clean slule;
without Ciods Torgiveness, our slize, e retond,
our life, i unclesn. Yes, withow God's
forgiveness, we are wicked, There s only one
altermntive, 1o repent. Repestanice is 2 decision,
Fidith 14 & decision. Priyer Uy o decisioi. Priy 1o
the lLovd and oxpees your fepentance o Him,
Ask for His forgivepess. Tusa to Him now and
give Him your life. God hless vou,

Shawn Stevens
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SHOULD A CHRISTIAN PFARTICIPATE IN
POLITICS Y

i a tevaly detvie i Chrmtimn gultisre over whisther g
beiover should participate @ goyemmert, Those who say
“Nov" upsally base thiir pesition oo thedr undesssanding of
beisg veperets Erom the woeld | respiect thsis opiion, bis 1
do nat shittie 1. We should be sepasitic Trim the world tn the
scrse that our vinbugs should be different from those who do
ot Sollow Godd. 1f aur valvees st i firnit, the we will sho
live differvatly, However, we i have one thing i conumon
with Cimiiddinng who sre emtedde of ou Giith  We sre all
Canadions. Boituga Canadian, in ftsclf, doss not obligate us
townd political sctiviy. but being Conadian docs mako ns
sibyeet 1o the Canslian govemment whi niles over us
ferberiily snd provingiatiy.

The Canadian povernnn doss debate jasues and dors
ke bawes which redsie to the free prastics of onr firih. As
itizens of Cunads, we dis fave mmuuﬂ rijghts 1o
express our viewpoint 1o Members of Legislative
Assembbes [MLA), Memben of Prrkinmens (MPs), and.
b s I times of slection, we have the cght o slt o
lismine governments s a collsctive wey with otlies
Cunidlion.  Thigse ste Mmduoens] mghte wathin 4
demuccy. Why should we not use pur rghis s Seehoms
0 b prart of the decision-making process of where Campds
thealng e s nution?

Reudice, you mijght e ey in hat v are st oo man o
one woman, That is e bun, yourse!f, together with myself
and diher believers, arz & body. Never underestimae the
knfluetce (hat we can have o govemment, {F we gre uhilisd

i DGF coung.

I Canacks, (heve s beanendis poditical ipathy wnd s
paarticipation.  Hacaie of this, ipecial intereit grotps oflen
e up infaenca (he decuiions which mrsmmibns mke.
Atthuugh they we sl n munber, they sre prpmieed ind

eve & peimence i their politieal. cffers shich mpst
 Cauelien dhes it

Casinfa e o). have:1n sink desper el desper o
podiessnoss. Gamada san be shapod and changed in ways
that allive: for the free practice and cxpression of Chvistian

fuith ‘Thime changes, bowevier, require Clitstins 1o itand

eafr el afpcink ush i Tt st vince be heznd by thise we elct
or five voder, the governehip of. - A people which =
apsithetic smientiorally, i iminvlved in the politsenl
proces sl yvoting, di noo encourspe 3 goverent m be
ccaurtable 0o ity people  Viting, dod chdllenging, sad
portiparisg o govermmen, = whal makes government
acemuntabie o s people

As Christinns, we musl cliose whothier wewaid in e s
par of the spathy or i puartof the answer. Weare called 1o be
salt undd Hight in this woehd Just s salf proserves mest und
otber food producs, s, 100, do Christie: valics hive &
pirescrving effect on iy nuthos’ vibich  lmplrmenth ond
tollows thism. Cansda nisodnto be kaliod dgain. May we i
up apd give voice fo our conviclons wmon duy which sp

Carmatest [vm, Tem Pedbeger, miiZry b= Ussssrery Asl Lo s
ol Trrrme e Peast bermmericty 90
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Cannids |4 recopnised world-wide Hs s Besdifis],
prosperous ol diverve mution. b b apprccioted by s
preaple i s igh standund of living and for fis hefitage
Hirwewer, Camads s sbeut more thim beavers and muple
bamdg o s coniry with s purpose sod 2 depdiny

AL Ziot Chilstien Min|dtry, we have o vikion foe gur
camantry of Canac v wiek s for ather masions T syt thas
we have & vision for Cmada, we e snong thep Connda i

ot presetyby il that isshouldbe. Canada has difficuh, deep:

sad pannfiel problems B core. bt Caosdla alsd o
podentinl five chitnge

Our visiim fir Comads bezing with what Catinila's
atitude 1o Christian fuith dhouid be. We balieve in, and call
for, p Canada whivh upbolds e following suiement, takon
froem the Canpdp At of 1982, wehu savs; = Wihereais Catake
i Hodinde vipon prinicipldl that récognize the suprermady of
Clekd wid the rule of il ™. Wie do nod belicv thi the palidical
st off Caiadla i cresite porality and spiritustity in mes
ssed wooren, bt we do belleve it should never interfne with
the spiritupl work of God, Whn is active in crenting spirial
expenionce in men apd women apd m raimeg moraliy i
Caninfn  Maredioet, the stabe shaabd. naronly, nor miorfioe
with 'thils Weorke it aboald pratect this work from forces which
il sk (0 undcrmine

Recogmzing the suprommey ol God shia i lie
preserving: af podly shics and merals,  How dos 2
overmmiel, Like tha of Canada, proserve godly morily?
Whist st i4n Boundmes'in g schsiiive gnd challenging topic
siteh lio thi™

Capuda 1 8 democrugy,  Demucrucy 1 baned on the
cotcemt of froddom, fhat i the freodomof cifirens m the
rvalvernent wed this shaping ol their siativn. Errmicricy is
Ueriitile betinse i ponerdlly allows lor thie peisseful
seithonuse of jemses It crvates x hafle secpwibiliy
betwomn poverrment mnd clibrens sd crettas 4 mon-vaolond
wary of temoving admimisttions which do sotregpresent the
viewts of e oeitivesn.  Desmcricy. i el doss oo
jrusruetee that trud will peevall, but 16 toes 8o Tl dpuoe
anid Mexibility for comécting eror, whigh ‘siany oihér
politiesl ke donol  Demnocracy sllows for difference

ol srimion amd open discussion, and opem discission b 3
mpemtant fastor 0 mmvmg & comstmictive natmal policy,
Demperacy, when 1t i wuly foliowed, puis government and
powarinthe handi afthe poople

While diemocracy puts govermrment il power In fher
Hunda of the people. this power should haye chesks md
balarces ur it | Thin om becise the magoesy o oot ghwnys
righl. 1 Nl Crermsny. 8 Nk goverianent nxe i [sower
with the: overwhehing suppbet of its people  That
goveoriiinent pespotnited evil and sulferng on millions of
pecpht  How didd they perpeimate evil? They, did s by
violating fummn nghts,  “Humpn mighis™ 16 the pome a2
which checles nnd halances 1o power must.conae . What 1s
thie pofical weliicle fin profocting Himan rights: from being
vislared by cither the govermment or the people [t iy
charterof nghil

e viwrom for ks 15 one- i wheh the Camadim

M Haibist oF R gt il P ndedori in smwesided (o ot Basig

brmian iights, scich ik

Froedom of Religion
The righl for Chitrches abd sodividusb o follow
‘Cid ind e Bible Withowe intcrference. s
inchides [freedom of worship snd freedom for
sl itizime

Freedom af Speoch
b pightt o andividessls o groups 1o speak sineese
convictions openly, wittiont fhe danser of
proReTETIOT, nnﬂ-mn_:q_hnq:ihuu_tpfmudrm af
compmnfeation sich gs media, and others, dened
thes Tir their Views,

Freedom to Own Property
The righe we own faod amd belmsney efther
pilireHikid. givon of iherited.

Freedom to vate pofitically
~The right o dexmbomiic electines, hoth fodeml,
priivinaial snd kical.
~Tha rilu of citlzen's paltiesd equality.




Freedom of Choice in Education
«The raght of diieens o chivide, cither, public di
private  educitiont lor tielr childns amd w0l
bave soveramoents odfdor Chetstinn values
Exprenss) n either. a

Freedum i Life
~Tha honorug and protection of fuman 1ifie at all of
its wagew from concepron 1o chlidhond, 10 yourh,
Hir b behsend

Froedom of Traditional Family
« The hononng anid protectng of the toidimicmal
fnilly, ineluding tie definitioh of mackispe ds
the e union bepween one o dnid | o
wtay, i weidlock

Protuction unddr |
- A legal wysterm which prolects the nphits ol citizens
arwd whvich b erforced by pollie.

O vibor| of Cibstda is'ooe B owhbich the niighia of
Commdlinni ns’ pemiseieil by s tejgal systim whih reitiis
and fiinishen ahuse amd comption.  The Catisdfiun |oghl
wﬂummmﬁmnpmnﬁdnmmhpm!nfmm

It must alko reypect the Chinstian Chagrch m Canada and ot
eachade ot o place of mflemge i Canadign affarms. o

it necdiggrine thish thhy iicial bkl ol cudcerm Tor the
Chditian Chilrehare/ali religitns lnivien  Thic Chimh's
stanniss mre rebiggioun wod el wnd are directly connégied o
Wirrvar ikt The Crmmdian legsl system must be binding
op nll sitimens, whether common or govermmesital, and s
i have provivioms for vading ool provecpnmg the actoms
ofaliena

Miich i said aboia the sopamation. of Church and State
The Church und the State wre alrendy sepaurute it

B rie does mol mie Bt e St o o nespomsitiiny:

towiasdy the Churcl. The Stste 1 culled bo co-operste with
the Chusech nid W oy na waly sestricy il otinstructive, godly
expansiin el comsirctive inflaende.

Whitt goti thin be comipieed ) Within' Cianidios

AvErmtnt 6 0 combiedition of gerverming boduen sl thin
necessitiley it “sephranich of powirs” Belwedn (lise
powern The Christion Choroh bs separnts o' he foleral
FevErTnEnt it the seibe that it i not the laderl gvvernmient.
Haweyer, it has rights, inflience mmd powers which must be
respesicd, hungred sod defended fry the fSderl guvermment

‘v thiese st mol Be violated:

Oer vbidom of Carmda 1 one in which these Seiie hisman
rightsare hoopred and protected

T Mt i piineiples whivk, i followed, wil] allow
St amd encemirage a healthy and Ktible mation.  These
principlies and fhis ision i one that will sorve m a praitive
expmple 10 pther ssmblished @nd doveloping nubaps. A
demciceacy, with theso proteties on power, will oo
will glve Canpdians 2 nation thul they cu freely develop and
shiape

If the freedorma of religion, speech. ownesship of
property, sight (0 wote, HEht 10 prdtecsion of the L
sdbutional chalce, it and fetyly, are prolocted by The
Camiltin Comtitiion, then we may live s Canads wlich 4
Heonombie fir its integriy snid high sandards and, mos

“emperrarly, fronor the supremeey of Ged.

Shawn Stevens
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