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THE DOWNGRADE CONTROVERSEY AND
FAITHFORTHE UPGRADE - PART 2

In o lnat jusie, we discimsed Chirles Spuspoon
and the dmwmgrade canfroverny. Our day 15 seeing an
stk upon our fuilh which is just s great a6 the cie thot
Spurgeon saw in hisday,

While Spunzeon defendad Chrstnmity ajmmst the

mfluenice of modernism, Christians todsy sre called upon

to efend the frith from attack by & new world-vigw
Katrwn as_posteodemism. The téem “postmisdernizmo™
was first used by Frederico de Onis in the 1930k, However,
the congepd that s, wday, understood as postmodemis
ws probably firs laid ool 10 “The Joumal of Postmodem
Literature spd Coltwe,™ which came out in 1971 Prorio
this, the begininings of posimodernist thought eah alse he
found in the writtegs of the philosopher, Friednich
Nicrmche,"

Thene are muny thoughts within poximodernien,
the ceniral tholight bemg that there i no absolote tmth.
Posmmodernists  believe that tth i formulated by
sacieties fioe practical purposes amd that ith chimges
along with the changes within society. Postmodernism
rejecty fhie concepl of abeolite and usiversal mal.
Postmodermamn repcts ugainst all wentogies and dojrmns,
balieving them to be nothing more tha clever lnventicns,
Hirw are idualogles sod dogmas invented? Pastmodemists
woukf sy thal they aro invested hrough the use of
languape Language becomes the great inventor, of
conatructor, of readity. Readity s said w0 be linguistic.
Becuusd postmodernists. believe thal sovieties constrisst
truth and reality in moch the same way &3 litetary authors
wirttld nureate n stiry, recorded cimoepts of reality such de
histotical records are said to be namatives. ldeologies,
workd-views wnd relighons that elaiem 1o be urivensally trué
are refeered 10 as “grand-namatives,” “metanarmatives™ or
“master-pones.”  Postmodernivm  challenges  granid-

narrutives by Wrying W give voice o the different or
diwsenting “altemative stoties™ alminGrities, most nitably
Wi,

The object of much postmodernist wniting is to
Sdeconstruct” other picces of writing. This means

uncovering inermal  differences, contradivtions and

Tronssencs m 80 picce. of wriling Prilinodemis
deconstruction 8 based on the sssumption that no text of
writing has a singulor, knowable meaning*
Deconstruction goes larther in aitempring t0 becak down
whalg systems of belief”

S0 we see that postmodernicm v relativisse,
déconstructive und feminist, viewing all reality =
lingumstic reality.  Postmodenmsts huve o replncement
theology for the 21" century Clureh,

Some postmodernists have 3 "postmodemis
Christianity” to roplace canservative evangehical beliel. 1
know that some of you are ihinking, “These twe words
dam't go togethar.” | apee There are, however, many
withit muinline Churches who consider thomushves
pestmodemist. Christians, Lot up cxamine this strange
crestare, Witch vour footing, thix is i downgradi. At the
autset, | want 1o refer 0 two kindd of supposed
postmodemist Christians. Because no one-that { know of,
ar have rend of, Huk mude this division, I'nust cresie the
teroms nsyseli

A “Clags A™ Christinn postmodemnist hag’ fully
atcapted the conoept that there ts no utiveranl truth. This
invariably leads 1 u liberal theology. The modernism of
becanie the foundation for neo-orthodoxy, or theologiceal
liberatinm. Todiy, postmodetnitim is popularized in some
Church circles mud, as & foundation, it prodices the very
same resuls, theologea Iiberalivm. To citablish relativity

within Christianity, they begin by poiitting oot thm




inith. Hear Jesis® voice tddy and came to Him sseking
His merey. You will find Him to e full of grace and trath.
God hlews you: ' ;

Shiiwa Steve "
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NEEDLE EXCHANGE PROGRAMS

Whist is i oedle exchnnge program? Smetirries
calisd “Harm Reduction Programs,” necdle exchange
prograsmy are govemment- funded and mn programs where
g addicts are provided with elesn needlis for injecting
druis. The nitional for such s progrion is that it reduces the
sialis that aiilesn ik, oo e, eviry e thisy s
ey ncedli.

Many commumiies do have o sigmiican drog.
probilem and those voicing support for a nocdle exchanie
progren say that such s program will reduce the husm and
e cikk: it drug ‘aidicty ine exposed to. Howevet, 1.
persanally, doobt thon supplying needies 1o addicts does
entragh to protest their health. The fact romains that iilegal
drug use Is very risky and does mich damuge 10 2 perion's
lhealth, i many wayd, whether e ool ihey contract un
infectious diseise from o used nocdle, Addicts are still a
great cink of overdasing, haying their veins collapse, being
poisoned. or Insing thelr lives through the viclence
nssociuted with the dre trode

The eommunitios which host them, Tt 15 known that dz
denlers like o pperate close 1o peedle exchange prograny
ureas. To sei wup such programs draws them 1o these
neighborhoods. As well, the set-ap of 4 needle exchange
prvjgram in 4 neighbcrhood likely tosults m the streets of
tixat noyghborhinod being litered with dangenss nosdies,
which, irooically, hnid been acquired from the program,
discurded needles become s danger to the geneml public
that uses the streets ot o diily basil Needle exclianje




progrbimbl bring  more cHitke atd  hofih inte the
comummi cswhere ey ousi

As well as bemging denger and harm 1o, the
commmmities that bost them, needle exchange progomms
encimsge drug use, rather thitn discourage it 1 is illegal
for individuils tiv usb nireotlo diugs Yet, thie liws of our
Tand sre ignored when public: fusdy s used (o sapply
wiensily for brepking these lawn, How can we expest
people 10 take serinusly prohibition against narcotis if
catnmunitics Napply people with the meats of broaking
the law? Yo the spiread of inflectious divease i # scrious
proplem m aur commanities, however, the inereased
participation i illegal drug tise i a larger probilem Tho
hanile 10 discolruge illezal drug use is imdermined by
tetille eechange  progrems and wie tanior afford o
undermitie suchn creaily imperan cause.

In conclusion, illegal drug wse in risky and
dumiiging to one's health whether ornot ane ses 8 ¢fisan of
infocted needle.  Needle exchange programs bring more
ctime amid daipger o the mmmﬂuiﬁ:: thiit h.aﬁ thitht
[antly, nesdle exchamge programs eocourage illegal doag
une. For these reasons, Tam opposed to adopting nesdle

-exchinge progrums, Crod bless you,

Shuwn Stevens
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