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THE CHRISTIAN HERITAGE OF
CANADA

s lundiiape B covortd with snovy maotn b

peaks, browd apen plains. shimmering, pristine akes
and mighty oaring rivers. 1t s the land of eodless
faresty, the kand of the beaver, and the land of the
miple leaf = Canoda [ strotches S.5000 kilometem
from the Yukom Teérmtory and the Alisks border 1o
Cape Spear. Newfoundlnd. Yet with alll of its
grandour, omly ten pereend of its land mis

permanently settied ind poputated. Those who settied.

s grest lnnd wod country wene omixed sort. They
came lom different conntries dod éveny different
continents; they came from differenl social
backgrunds, they came from different language
-groups. Howpver, they afl came to o virgin lapd which
Witk 100y Targe for Wiy o prson or group to subdue. Ti
would tike a united cffort 1o form what i now The
Dhamitiion ol Canada. 18 would e (ke more thun

tumuan efforn o ingenuity. 1t would mke God and a2

liviszg faith, i God to lay solid foundations for this
voug comntry, From i Degiming vo i present, God
mmawmﬁmmm Lilicwise, thore are
miany in Chnada’s history who hiad such fuith in God as
to by chomm preoper founditions, Canada has drifted
from fesc foymdations, but the final chagier of her
histony Has ol vet bisenwritien. Toothiscartiche, we will
trage soine of e sjops Buckwords in time to'the falth-
Lilled fives of some early Canadiins.

Before Canady was even orpanised intg o
hition, God wis moving inaod through the Tives of
people oo s antive sodll Tmmedintely prior 10 the
Tnited States War of Independence (1776), many
Bratish Lovalists moved North and sentled m the area
af Nova Scotis. They were fleemg the tamuit of 8 wir
which way about 10 brosk out, by did not know, that
they were stepping into a0 revivall - A
Comgregationali, numed Henry Altine, ministered in
thai region and corried axirong evangelishic message,
Hundeedy nf sonts were saved in what became known
i The New Light Revival, The revival began to spread
to other Atlantic provinces, One  mimgter who
preachcd in Saint John, New Bronswick, said of that
gity: “.one can hardly go through the streets of this
city without learing the vwice of prafse or scalng the

young men dssombling together for prayer.™
Just 2s God wis moving in pre-Confederation

Nova Scotka, and other provinces, He was also moving
through missionarics in Labrador closs w0 the same
time In 1752 Abe Motuvian mixsdonary, Christian
Hrhard, and some helpers, camie o the Eskimos of
Labrudor, Unforunately, they were killed by them.

1 Hﬂ&ﬂnﬂwh. wr‘ﬂhﬁgm#@ h:.Fm
Il ool g bl Freny

__-—;=!






Haiven, whivearked thix ploncering fickd. By the cnd
ol the 151l century (he gospe) was well establisbed in

Lanilagtichor|
Just a5 Erhard and Hiven wete committed 1o

sharing the gospel with pre-Confederation Canada's
natives, 50 was the great explorer and mp misker,
Pavid Thamipson. Thompeon, famous (oday for his
miips of wedtern Canaday (Nt of which arc still in
ibe tpday), sulfered great hurdships in hi frantior
cxploration. Whatwas his motivation” He wanted §o
dhare: his [aith with natives, 5o he carmid Tis Bible
with him ipie the bugh and held seplices. When
wsked why he endurid the slifficiiltics ol such & lile,
bie said: =0 that these plhesically ittipenstrible
harridrs oy be unﬂm:ﬂ' anid the Gospel  be
apread.” _
While David Thompson endored haribihis in
dharini hix faith with natives in wester pre-
Confederation Canads, the missionary, Henry Bind
Syeinhnuer, did the same in the: Fludson By
Territaries. Steinbnuer, unative Himself, tuised in a
Methiodist sehivol, Becure & grent minister b0 hisown
péoile. Tn 1843 e moved to Norway House 44 the
orthern tip of Lke Winnipez: Ho hegao reaching
aut 1o (hé Cree Indians but his mHss0n was Dol Sasy.
Al arowd him was steevation) the deaths of
childson, smillpos tnd tibil war. However, be
perseversd and his fuith mdde o real impac, Hedied
it Diecember ol 1884 Whitn o rebellion sprmg vt
ihe followiiig year, to homor his friend, Steinhnuer,

“the man of God whe tight peace”, onehotivechie!

didh st involve s tribie in the contlict?
T Wiholsl Tt i s T11858: s o177 By ek
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Erlinrd, Haven, Alline, Thompson and
Srtinhater were men whoss ives were godly examples
forothers jo see tind follow. Their pre-Conledetition
witness wis followed and miny others bad deep
experiences of Chnslian faith thpt carmed over into the
Confederation perinid. One such person wis Sir
Samug] Lecpand Tifley, Tiltey was 0 comminied
Christinn. Hle wod alio thie premier of New Brunswick
and 3 Father of Confederation. When the Fathers of
Confederation were discussing the drafting of he
British North America Act (I867), they speit time
discussing what the frew caimtry should be called.

Adtor reading Pealm 72, which sags; *Fe shall have

deitsinion also from sca toxei, and from the Riverunto
(he'cnds of the eard”, Tilly was drawm 16 the ward
domipion. e proposed :nlhug. the yomusg conmiry
“The Dominjon of Cunuda.” Enough of the other
founding Fathers liked this, and The Domimon: of

Canads wis agreed upon.
Junt as Tilley wanied tosee God have dommnmon

aver Canttidy, 80 digd Egerton Ryersan (I8O3-188I)
Ryerson, was a Methodist minister, but he was mote
than a minister. He his been callid the “Founder of
Public Education in Ontario,”  He was the fin
principil of Victerm: Callege ) Cohurg, Ontario
Upoh beini inauguraed o that position; he saidl tha
the sehinal woull have “_a batarced  curriculum
infused” with the ‘fundamentals of Christim
thealogy..."s He saill thit the Ontatio schival systen
wumhpn“ﬂhmthn Ew:s-n‘llnulmmmi [
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Some years [Hter, The 1896 Ontarie Public
School Aot stated; =it shall b the duty of every
tencher of # public schogl o teugh diligently and
Laithfully all of the sabjects in the public schwol.to
mnintain progir rder ind discipling in his pupili in the
‘pursuit of lesrming: m include. by procept und example;
respect for religion and the principles of Chrstion
- meality and the highest regird for tewth, justiee, love
of eoilintry, hiktianity, Heasvolenoe, sibrmsty, thl:h.mtrr

| frugnlity, purity, temperance and atl othes virfue. "

I hinve listed a rumber of examiples of sarly
Chiristian leadites who hind godly inflience upaon
Cantils in Canada's pest. Many examples could he
givett of modern Cheistian letiders who hive
influenced Canada. 1 will mention one, Ernes
Mot {(PROR- T80 ), Mg wiis i
Fundamentalist lay-preacher who helpesd Willlam

Aherbart (“Bible Bill”) w found e Social Credit

. Party, a party which won Albertn's provincial election
in 1935, Whon Aberbart pasesd oway i 158435,
Manning filled the position of premier. As well ay
buing the premier of Alberts, Manming was the host
alf i Chiriarkan radid progism éalled Buck to The
Rible Hour. During the 19508 and 1960y the program
wiith Buideast. pot only in Albene, boflbcross
Canada. Manning was very evimgelistic and told his

# Hinhil

mudience of ther need 10 be bom again. After his
brondeasts, he would sign off as “The Promtier.” Sorte
di net ke the way Manning combined his faith with

politlcs, or the way he signed off s "The Premies.”

However, the fact still remamed tht Manming wan »
Chiristian atil he was the premier. Manning's progriim
was lugely poputar and resiched oo estimeted peak of
ervieen 20,000 snd 25,000 houscholds. In 1961 the

rodio progrm was mated number ooe in Halifax.
From Ethart and Haven to Alline and

Stcinhauter, many pre-Confedemtion Canadinns
stood for Giod whd for the Christion fuith. Their legaey

aontoved into Confedemtion psleaders Hie Tilly, had

a publie burden for Canads 10 be under God's
dominion. Even the public school svstem i Onlirio, il
one time, neflected godly principles and values. Also,
Christian spiritaul snd political lesders, such as
Manning, dic what they cotild w tien Canadll bick 1w
the Bible: Ourgeneeation of Canudians has much
groumd 1o regain from the evogion of our nation’s eprhy
days of fnith. May the Lardship of lm.:: Chisd be
recopnined once syin, und oy Canadinne shint with
anevome thi Gord shull have domimion from sed to seu.

Shaen Stevans
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CANADIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM

Muost . Criinndidns sre  anawite  thit, whien
singing Conndu's nationid anthems foday, they are
siniging an ahbrevinted version of (he otiginsl sung,
Chur mational anthe was witten as & poem by Robert
Smoley Welr in 1908, With the exciption of the
phisuse God Reisp atir -l Wowsols amd froe, which was |
acdded bo 1987, 1 read:

CrCanada, O b aond mative land! |
Triek prstrieit kovie b all thy sons command;
Wath glowing hearis we aee the e
The beske Nowth, stron and free
Frow fur and wide, € Carada
Wt stiariad on gitard, for thee
Croed keep axur Ninid,
Calryrmons and free,

() Cattada, we stand an giard for thee
€ Cunelal Whire pines and maples gromw,
mmmmw:ﬂdwnmﬂm

Hends deiar pov iy thy Jiowsd disemirin,
From Eas to Western Son.

Tty Beereed inf Foope forr ol vish roil!
Thow trewe Nowth, serong and fren!
Capada! Beneath m}'xﬁmmg.uhﬂ,
Mey stabre sons and gonthe moidens mise.
T heep thee speadfast tivgh the vears
From Eust te Wettern gen,

Oar tiwn bedoved marive leid!

e trsve Nistly, streing nid fee!
Ruter Supremie, whio hearcat hiomble praver,
Hold our Dominson i Thy loven car.
Help v to find, O God, in Thee, |

A .'m:mq, thck rewrd,
As uuuﬂugﬁx:hrﬁﬂwﬂup

Tiken oo Stand on Gilard
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THE KNOWABILITY OF GOD

Holy, Hody, Haly all the stz adore Thee,
Cnﬂﬁ;#ﬁ‘n#wb'#ﬂﬁﬂmmmwmiﬂﬂwm;
Chrersibion asnd Seraphim falling down bisfore Thiee,
Wik west and art, wisd everiniore shall be.

Regmald Herber (1783 - 1826)

A story was once 1id of two tortodes.  Ome
torioise Tved in a well anil the otficr tortoise lived in
the oczan, Cing diy, the tortose that Lived in the ocean
took a joarney ou land dnd fell into thewell. Thete,
thie well-tomome met the oiber wrmise and heard
fromm him about (ke oeean. The well-toftoive swam
arvund wsection of thie well and asked if the occwn win
s Lt s i et of the well. The oeean o
sanid thut itwas larger. Next, the well-tornise asked 1f
tho océan wis as lngge as the whole of the well. Again,

the ocaun-tortomse said that it was lager. Then the

ocean-tortoive sald 1o the well-lortoise “Your

utiderstinding # small - A vo the ocean, though you
spent many years fn i1, you would never be able 10
cxplote the budf of 1t nar reach. the limil, and it is

atterly impossible to comparc it with thix well of

goure™! T this sense, God § like the ocean. He is

B i T, e Dot dant? ({assuuege AML Pusbsten 194 S

vid und awesome.  Although no man will ever i
understand Him fully (with the exceptibn of Jests Christ
whi B8 both God and mim and who does umderstand ),
there are those who umderstind Him in purt, The -
lortoike did not keow the full 1otatity of the ocean, but he
did know the oeean envuph, from hiving swunyin it fog
yurs, by bie able 1o talic about it Goul s like the ocean,
anly vister. Althoughn one (but Himuelt) knows Him
flly, there are still those who know Him in part, those &
who swim in this cesi.

Thiete huve beet muny piisn inhistary who hive
chullenged the claim thar men can know God
Philosophiers, such as Plato, teapht that God wis bevoid
finting out, Even Middle Age theologlans, sich s
Thofmias Aquinas ( 1235 1274), tavght that knowihg and
describing God must be done indireety amd that we
come 1o know hint irongh anatogy iad inference. The-
medieval concept of God was that He wins greatly
transcendent [medieval miysticiem i an exception 10
s} and ineffable (oo overwhelming 10 be

comprunicated in words). This is nut ehtstely untrue,
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bt it is not the full picture of God's character. God isa is by God's Spirit communicating with buman spieits that

petsonal God who loves men and women. Oneview s He makes Himsell knowil Thiat (s why Paul tells us:

- ) Bt ax § o wrilien:

- that this emphasis o tramscendence fraces back 1 the
‘Eve et rod spers o enr kesnl,

| i it el vty o hdtie of i

feschings of Augustine (354-430),2 Regordless of where Thee thirtgey wiiah Croed haty pospeesdd for those wha fove
Him.'

thist view bisgin, anid seknawlodising that God dues in Biae G Jiay roveibiad thers to ves ihrckigh His Spiris

sommie ways vell Hinsell from sinful man, the fact still For the Spirie seqrches all things, yex. the deep

» remuing thay Crod con be donoswn, and desires 1o be thirigs of Gand,

{1 Cormutanos 2: %, 10),
knawrt, by imen and womeéern,

The serises of hearing, touch and smell are all ways in
How docs u penson know God? The only Wiy ) -

. which our physical body tkes in mibemalivn. Howevir,
that we can come to know Him is through faith in His phy -

Gl | orestricied 1o these in order
Som, Jesus Christ. Once faith in Jesus Christ is Jodd!je oy ceutrion: IRIES an GF )

estahlihet] it the Heirts of aset misd Women. & 1ew communicate with our spirit. A touching story i thar o

reccive knowledge of God through revelation into God's ™= fenrned w0 communicate with o teacher. The teacher
Word; the Bitle, and throug the espericnce of faith.  Wowld put Helen's hands on the teachis's theoat and [ips and

The Bible teaches that God s 2 Spirit. A spirit cananty  Heleneame 1o understand herspeeeh, One day, the teaches

| .
. be understond by another spirit. That is why, when God - made efforts (o shure with Helen spiritual truth about God,

created mun, He gave bim o spirit, s $oul snd i body. 1t When she did s, Helen face lit up and ahe
E IMM'NWHEM Wiy B P L6
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