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THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN NORTHERN NIGERIA

Wien monl Dimome who hove sotts Keowiiddie: of
Africa think of norimern Wigsnn, ey ik of 2 teermony which 1
solaly Musiin, The medim runs adicies on ko
tundamantaiiom i nomtem Nigene and renloroos thes
perorpiicn, Howsrar, narfam Nigenn is not the sofid inlsmic
ok 1t 1 5 ey gt o b Foe 4t et @ hancirest yoars
Chttstinm fiissionary ackivily fias sesn at work these and now 4
sirong Churth b drjjurjed W began 2 A mustand seed andd
s, grothn ik o gty fress. i this atieln, v wil ks he
ngirdbting arid the patablishing of i Christlan Churih |n
risettviners Nigorla.

To uncuretznd i slory of the Chinth n ribithen
hiaerria, A e meful e ke 2 e Bl bl ihe Histony of this
firem, Beloro the gresancs of e Blieh, largs groupe of tnbal
pespiE ived hare, Some srehpsologisis boliees st P tnha)
peopte ongnated in the fiddie Eoat wnd mgraimd acmos the

st ko il i oo, rf ey igeein. The two kaest paopie.

firaie w4 this area are e Havsa snd the Fulomt 1 s bafirvog
thil the: Hitusa sotilict in the (1orih about a thousand yswrs s
ks mlsn beliewid thod lslam camp o (he nerths o the Ll
iy, il Hpesant among these b peaplis grodps i wis
srgocially sirngthaned Lrader the Fxlinl dmo congueesd ths
Efj i oty

T gressind rir, iGN, niarvieh s soathewhial of s nbilusal
Boundsny to e mpread of flam i whal we leoay cill Nigana
Suth of the Niger River thom wom eiac trital peapl
sspecatly the Yoruha and Ma fgho. These people foflowed
artitiisers, Beillsh and European Chistmn missionaros came
o these parts anit el esangullesd fe people. Under
Briliah rule, the Nigerian protecticale was comprissd of a
Ml et mand s Chirtstlan and animisse south, & new milissny
govarnmeint. (nors-Brtish), s 1967 divided the nceth it e
eilbisk anvd, by VATTE, et eliticer il e ahantiss ey s feseppet|

Atark chagilier jn the sioey of European and Affican

tlEHons wub e slove bode which dagogudaiig (e

porfions ol the Nigarinn ginbeclorin  However, stmng
Chirlatisn imdomints in Engliisd grismured e gowarminin
unall, finolly, 01807, Beitsh scbiechl wishe loridden 1o
PRrOCEEE i The slove trec, Fiurthar, in 1833, siniony wal'
Formaly, e in S Snlisn Emprm. Effoms wore iiecs (o;
Enppig e Adancan admciion of simees from Al os well,
Onca It slove trde: anond, Ui thangic condions [ e
Migerian prolscantaibis bgan to nonmale- Al this pant, many
from England becarms invalved n itaveling i e Nigarian
profaciomis sl esthbishing Mirasticnes in e regpon
Some of thess aiso istoned 4t spreacing Christian fith
Fowe e, Fesormunl ensessnicinsn iy e, (AT sem vl psasetod ity
cothimaton ‘and govermmen) did ool really appear s
signifian stangit Ot e e | ik doriturg

Piotmar migsiongdiss s i Sambl Ajay)
CrowMar, & Yorutan Chrmiien, did mush work In' ihe
profeclonte. Crowihes was arosined by M Anglcen Crurh
m 1843 ard was copeacreipd e Biahop of Vesiem
Emastiiral Alrica by tho Cusan's Dominions. in o latier
bt o thv 190 caibiany, odrts of misskinatios pourer min fhe
Migueian insteslorate. ofigging n svangelrst work, Some of
diplarmatic agenl i 1871 condicted o sy ol iha nartheim
lown of Lakiojs Abiording K hés eaticales. most of the 506
titiesman fving i Lokojo wars Misilim. hewnver, araund lorty
W Cheistign: Thig mokda Uo’ e Ninit khcar | Cleliitim
cerrmanity (n o Meth. Othee grodes. et es e Budi
Barly minmionanes, aleo tored i e reghods: Thay wire
assoanted Wil e Brigh Rewwick  Convontion,
amphanizad Holiness docmne im Mo propghing. Sometmes
woons, e the Sudan Party, misongnas, confiied wil

3 ol missionary groups which wore es chalenging and less




ceittristitationial, Those foflwing e fess chaflenging wnd lass
canfrontational SROAL aimed Tor whil thay confadased to be
i widsr infussnn ot Chimsttas folth Mat they hopsd woold e
firow it @ hoapaF BN Mone Mnture axperiesce of Chitlanty.
Crmam, live (o Sudan Fafty, didairst comproise ud wer
mens contemed Wil beng faithh 1o the Gospil riher than
b conoernd with the flumbans of pecpls shuin thiy Wory
influsncing. Ao, Mathodit misslonorss sl Ui banes i the
Siuth e, ry rosams of ralbaoys, began penutialing it Norh.
Ehyisllinn missioriies for o diwite bakgtoutie eontumed
carnitig 11t e Haggion.

Many Nmes  Chistinn enisssonades ware  wenmly
wolomed by the tribes-propio in Fn Narth, Difer imes Moy
Wt mistruniad and respiod; eapociafly by ismm retigous
lesusars. Alougn the Brich offcially fad gresrmmmt and
ritary: b im et Filgeeta, i Hoid on dhe region was not
wory sttong, Thees was 3 lsck of leelng from the Brilish
vttt and n lack of minpower s sulicianfly govem ihis
region. Brithlh offidals wishe muis of this snd, condedlertly.
il sy comprommisss with et lodic sadirs in ot

i b vl Erus sl e Buifspor | Lol tunitelly, his rmaant if=t e

Bkl glovssraiminnd iowndd (CErimtin ovangaistic work in the
Norn, Beitish officin. wem concemed, nol oy ovir the
religious impheations ol misipnacy work amongst narthernes
out; luo, s the social impficmians of $ch werk, Chifsiin
fenred that this e mght, undermine e adsting soclal
ity wiich s bullt o i stelet Rorarchy,

By (e baw 19208 bnd sbry 1030s, Chistion
g i pressiret B GoverMBAL Mkl W bagin
corahdneing chantis 10 the axisling biin oo fortHsin missionory
work Ir Mary o 1839 amediditeils wime miida 1o jereatmiimne
mﬂ:wmmmmmhmmrﬂnmm

ot with cariain stff restnctions

e A gt whish Cirisiin nissnses fud
great wooowss In e spraad ol the faln wes in sdisation.
Baforw Uhm Mmissonares caiw 1o the Nigarin golicionsie.
e wars iy crgandked syxiem ol Welileh adigiion ard B
vasd muldrly. of the popllitin wi [lisale. Tha orily
silisilion wsiptlog in the NGHH wab i grimilve Quranc
kibvorcha. 1 tha ‘Soull; whiats rigiionanos. emoynd e
aroototl frissdatn te oy ol e work. vary  mag
minsnany sohcote wars foupded and educafion founsned
T gierenvrrjre et nak hane the reRpUTLaN 10 prowds secoar
neluEwtion on 3 MR SEnje bt did make 5t s s effon
and tiared some schonh. Esprcsly 4 hi Secend Wold
Whar, shring teefngs wiel ermeganeg i Ihe Norb, fessuiga thot
thry wrw 1ot ketiping pace with tha modim waird and the
termfite of cwacharnity, Thistis wad A grakit demand ait cutory
fer mindisina. pumnu strUcitire: and | dedtatio, Age. i
goviinmat died il hitve (il resodices 1D provds far this
@.m-mmwuumnwmﬂwwm

‘goritinent ghing graots 10 almady axistng  Chnsliee

frwsskany schoois and fethng tam epand thew work. Kot
ey were Christin missionarses willng to setupsehmocks, by
w440 willng 10 werk Gn minEomary setres. Chisila
sriestonay edisaBanl work i the Noril] fisusished unlil, by
19658 thery it plryiri) & e role 1t the educatiolial syllom

“of et Nigessa. Even in governmant-estabitsbed schivols,

Cihwiatln religions  ihatructian colild ba ' felnd  slongeide
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 [Arioibl aweis i whicts Chisetian missiones gameq
sctings 10t Noarth wils through mishonl work. Mismenan
prganizalions cams (n And estabiwhed hospitals
dissarsarinnnd leprosy satiemapts: The mp=ct that s
hirve had upar it noey commmniies of the North carnal te
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overstatid. Even belora the coming o Chiftim mifsssnaris.
i the iminds of the irbesmen e wis ¥ stong assockion
{ halpistd ey s meM'Mm ot
Ules heatieig of i milbsiohary's nicssagn. Onée apain. &6 i i
cos of oducation the setulir poverimant did nol have
tesouroes i sullicionlly estblish hospitals whehe (hay, whe
pvestag) Ihsaghotl Migera Ba, oned sgnin, | e govarmom!
kD) - Wi e EstomEry RREWeS, somofimes
prrding ond o misnicpary fempdain wd, ol other times,
Thowgh mesticl werk, Ghinstigmity s mush groa n /e
Warfh.

Anpiie frus e which Chiliien presences I e Norh
il trongthanad was thosadh the setierment of nerindiginaus
Cheiitiina. in'the Norh tharn coild be tournd maiy Chrstians
whe walrE of African odiain. yol from oulsise of norihed Migirta.
THwT WP GV LY BT ol EatinEs Who sattio in B
Mot 11 nas hen esfimtst thit o the Begintsng of he 1020
forfy parcent of educaing Africans in tha nertham sonnshipe
womn trom ofhnf parts of Afncs, Armund eighty-throe poromnt of
Hiieas e Cheseltine. Allbough Christian bt did spread in the
Mot from Mssiomaries 1o mallves, i spree In @ grsiter way i
thas NG/ frioem rukivess b it Indigensun Nigerisn Cheisiian
Taiith. It bkt b Sald tit, botwissn o e weid waiks, the
magonty of Ghrsisn baliEvems it the Noth cama from ihe
nauher EErs of Ngors.

“Aw v Chrtafion Niperians begsn shanng fanr faith
alfy offr Nigerana, both 0 the Norh and eimewhess. e
Cristian Chyurch grew. Becousa much of the growth af Mo
Gtistian Ghwarch i Nigntia hirs beon indiganous, tho conwerts

n Ty cases Dam besn ovisiis of the opseabon of
estithiished camezativns and dencaniubons. The Nigedan
Ctugeh bs hnev for s vanous peopbistie movermaits ) which
thalr o eganiziilising. Feim e 197 e, |t s siso
knowti fioe the "Partiosutl wave” which hat swisgt hteush
e ition. Ftiscastallsn ond i Chassmatic muvement
Foorvios oo irmrronmseay i Migana.

Many of the Heren and Fujan have wmad to Chest
wpd lerieewe Sl s fhaw Sivior sod Lond, Cooiilandy in fhe
Merth coyid ot be sopped by nefthar Musim refigious
hpctars ror (e Eritsh gevemmant Through pronese
mikhooary iy, missidnay  leacives, missiomin
decloes, ard Indiganous Migselans thamseives, Chvisianity
el b thin ghoey il Jesis Shitid ita leaimdar.
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THE NAMES OF GOD

Thste 46 inuch that gan be leatmed sbdul God by
miudying His names. hnmes waro vary anpanant ia ine q"ﬁ-l.ﬂl
Habrew people A persan's name whs bulived o proyide
Irmaighsti-Unto bzl sl raterse, WITIG IINF iy OF C11TY L D trui
of p fuman gerpan, it certamiy is troe of God. The Scriphites put
& guod desl of emphasls on God's aeme, fof wample. | will
fraely sacnfice o You, | will prase Your name; O Lond, for it im
geod ! (Pealin 54 8) and, “Tha nane of thin Lord 1s a4 sirong
‘Miwwver, Thi righibaioi run 1 snd sre 53l * [Provesbs 18:10). By
fearming God's naman, we will iave @ betier ynderstanding of
His chiainind ard ey gilin @ graates el i Him. i Siole bells
i A I wihi hrviiw Yo e masme will pa B Broet v Yo,
Firne Yo, Lord, have rt forsskan {mve who ssek You " {Peatin
.10}

Th first name ussd e God it e Bitde s Eldhim 1t
acrum abaul 2570 fimes in the Okl Testarment, and it monring
sl o reveiling Goo o 8 God of powii i tels ol i powa
in-areating, niiing ana jusgmg the marsl unerse. €] i uned an
Gai's naerme about 200 lmes in he Ol Testamant, and s
alurvin that It s tha dldest Seinitic narnedor God. 1istsalierd o
oE an equivilent for Elhm o oand smesas God's poeer,
immarsity, dtrength. greatness, sutharlly, and rijesly. Anoffiar
namne:-for Gid in Elosh. This appaan o mm T Testampent S&
smies il thie Supgest mating ff this s is “Adamibie
Ot ™ Thiis Hiabeemia toiet of the Old Thalniment ilso contsng masy
compound names for God combined with EX. E1 Shaddai is ane
chmpound ramk wnd | s generslly aoespled (o maan fGod
Ay ™ Anithe compeiinm neEmes e El i S Qlam. This &
germmally mceptet o mesm Everiastog God” Another
sl of il campound Hamis s I Elyoh which misans ‘moat
Tuggh God.* 1

Tremeat cammon refemnos for God in the Hobrow Old
Testoment manuscripts s YHWH, Wb coll ' this the
Totrsgrammaton” N oochs moss e 6,000 fmes 11 s
dervative of the veih " be " 15 suppesta muaning wollkd e,
God s b ueF-andating ane, the One Whn s, Whi k. dand Whio

wlll el i ihed 018 s ol ity Geisel shanliberiiind bo Mo i
Ewodis 314 “And God sajd o Mosss, TAM WHO | AM "And i
s, Thitzs yin shall sy 1o the chilien of Inried, 1AM bas ssit
i da ol "I the otgingl Histiezw YHWH 8 writken it
cannemms withoul any wowele. It has besn tonefered &
" ebovin! bid resny achoburs leal il “Yidvweh® s o tos
B R profurcion tha " Jehowan”™ for this nemes. Homave:
YHWH Is usamlly anstriind s LORD) in Engrstanguag:
Bitlos

Jlatsl b vl i compLUNG rsiEs Tor Gind with "El” =
thair oot #0 o thens o tompound names for God witt
*Jishoeatt” a5 thalr ool W learm fhat Jelhoysh Shbeoth bs *Los
of Hosts®, which dapicis God in ungeol i grest amms o
b, The nams Jutieat Jint stands oy “the Loed wi
firowica® Juhowvih Nistl slaodi for “Tha Lotd dut banher o
“Tha Lo our passonal keadic™ God, the sancifior, s Jefouat
Qadesh. We aro temnded of the LORD' clre lor us by
dismicwal Rasby e Lo i oy nesphess.” W samifs=n Gos
b, o Hie i et 4o a8 Jehovah Raphi Anther mms 4
Juhitroh Shammah, rdanitig “Tha Lotd ks personally prserd
anel Jotavih Shaln roezns "o Lord m pance ” 2 These an
seieris of the compounsd Lsey of the naite *dehdvish®, bt thae
dire cthar, ales.

God's nature. can be porly undemsioog by
wesrstanding His names. They teaiity of His strngth, Hi
granidisur. s grepiness, His holiness =nid His loving can. B
maditating on His names. aur tatth in Him sam grev e we i
porrty 16 $ruest Himi i graadis and graator wiys
God blss you
Shawn Shovens
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